
HO W ARD CO UNTY, IA
  Inform ation based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farm s
  Num ber 862 881 938
  Acreage 269,750 260,781 269,285
  Average size (acres) 313 296 287
  M edian size (acres) 185 N N

Estim ated m arket value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 431,916 303,698 209,318
   M achinery/equip (dollars) 73,737 72,010 48,381

Cropland (acres)
  Total 241,042 233,274 241,273
  Harvested 216,902 198,178 178,288
  Irrigated D 172 D

Agricultural products sold - m arket value
  ($1,000) 95,130 73,822 66,773
  (dollars avg. per farm ) 110,359 83,794 71,186

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 26,725 11,958 14,427

Livestock inventory (num ber)
  Cattle and calves 30,651 34,047 34,299
  Beef cows 5,118 6,397 6,882
  M ilk cows 4,561 5,148 6,098
  Hogs and pigs 98,979 103,793 98,541
  Sheep and lam bs 1,111 1,744 3,857
  Layers 13 wks or/older 1,492 4,297 37,023
  Broilers and chicken (sold) 325 900 2,450

Harvested com m odities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 105,511 110,243 86,835
  Corn, silage or green chop 4,216 4,153 3,238
  Sorghum , grain or seed N N N
  W heat 206 D 122
  Barley N N N
  O ats 3,137 5,158 9,270
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 92,922 66,955 63,110
  Dry edible beans, excl lim as N N N
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 13,389 14,833 19,656

Vegetables
  Num ber of farm s N N N
  Acreage N N N

O rchards



  Num ber of farm s N N N
  Acreage N N N

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant am ount.
  D-W ithheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farm s.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


